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Kernan Awards Grant to Support  
Three Marion County Companies 

 
INDIANAPOLIS – Gov. Joe Kernan announced today that workers at three local printing companies 
will modernize their skills thanks to a $38,888 grant from the Indiana Department of Workforce 
Development to the Indianapolis Private Industry Council. 
 
 Administered by Department of Workforce Development (DWD), the state-funded Incumbent 
Worker Training grant helps companies meet the training needs of its existing workforce.  Through 
Indianapolis Private Industry Council (IPIC), one employee from Roche Diagnostics, three from 
Graphic Arts Center/Indianapolis and one from Jackson Press will benefit from the training.  

 
"Efforts like this are crucial in keeping our workforce on the cutting edge of technology,” said 

Kernan. “This alliance will help meet the needs of a 21st Century economy.  I applaud the efforts of 
IPIC in bringing together these companies so that they may all benefit from this training grant.” 

 
 The transition of the printing industry from manual pre-press work to a digital workflow makes 

it imperative that employers and workers have the necessary skills to remain competitive in this 
evolving industry.  The graphic arts technical foundation imaging skills certification is a portable 
credential that is the premier industry standard for pre-press operators in the print and publishing 
industry.  After a 50-week training course, each participant will be able to build high-quality, printable 
files as well as files that are usable on the Web. 
 
  "Last year, two of our employees completed this training, giving them cutting-edge industry 
skills," GAC/Indy President Craig Harmon said. "Having them trained in the most up-to-date printing 
processes has enhanced our company's ability to serve our customers. The training proved to be so 
beneficial that we have enrolled three employees for the training this year."   
 
 Said IPIC President Joanne Joyce: “IPIC strives to ensure that companies in central Indiana 
have skilled employees who will help their business grow. I’m pleased that IPIC can play a role in 
helping these printers wipe the ink off their hands for the last time and turn to the digital technology 
that is the future of printing.”  

 
Roche Diagnostics is a division of F. Hoffmann-La Roche Ltd. of Basel, Switzerland, one of the 

world’s leading research-oriented health care groups in the fields of pharmaceuticals, diagnostics and 
vitamins.  Graphic Arts Center/Indianapolis is a commercial printing company specializing in high-end, 
sheet-fed printing.   Jackson Press, a marketing, advertising and printing company, is a division of 
The Jackson Group. 

 
All Indiana businesses are eligible to apply for Incumbent Worker Training grants. The grants 

are designed to create a world-class workforce in Indiana, through continuous improvement to the skill 
levels of Hoosier workers. 
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Through its various programs and initiatives, the Indiana Department of Workforce 
Development is charged with continually improving the Hoosier workforce by assisting companies 
create new jobs and improve employee skills. The agency offers a variety of training and educational 
grants, works with the state’s 27 WorkOne Centers, administers the unemployment insurance system, 
provides labor market information, assists employers with preparing workers for layoffs and closures 
and operates a statewide job placement service.   

 
For more information on this or other DWD programs, contact Jeff Harris at 317/232-3396 or 

visit the web site at www.workforce.IN.gov. 
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